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The mind which rejects them mint 
reject every other species of proof, 
and is unable to comprehend any 
truth whatsoever. 

Natural religion teaches as to 
hope for an hereafter. Revelation 
assures us of it. Natural religion 
teaches us to hope, that if a man re- 
pent, God will pardon. Jesus pro- 
claimed remission of sins, i. e. he 
shewed, by (he fact of inviting men 
tu repent, that a conversion of the 
heart to God would be accepted by 
the Father of Mankind. I do not 
suppose that a person embracing 
Christianity without practising the 
virtues, would be happy ; but he 
was put in the way of making the 
proper atonement, by the authori- 
tative declaration of God's pardon 
in case of amendment. These, the 
tv»o grand purposes of Christ's coat- 
ing. 3 1st Dec. 1773. 

Women are nut dealt with justly 
by the laws of the land. All laws 
of inferiority should be repealed. 
Compact supposes equality. 
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REMARKS ON THE " QUESTION AND 
ANSWER, FROM THE OIANt's 
CAUSEWAY."* 

IX making a few remarks on this 
very extraordinary " question," 
and still more extraordinary " an- 
swer," I shall carefully avoid all 
sectarian controversy, and treat the 
subject on the most general prin- 
ciples of Christian religion. With 
the sincerest attachment to the 
cause of toleration and liberality, 
I am the more anxious that those 
mild doctrines should not be abus- 
ed, to the injury of truth, and to the 
discredit of religious inquiry. 



* See Belfast Magazine, Mo. 7 J, page 277. 



The " question" is raised on the 
supposition of an apparent contra- 
diction in doctrine, between the 
apostles, fathers, councils, popes, 
synods, and assemblies, on the one 
hand; and Jesus and reason,* on 
the other. The que$tion then is, 
with which should we endeavour to 
agree ? 

Whether this supposition of " So- 
crates the younger,' has reference 
in his mind to any actual case, we 
are not told ; but I think it due to 
the cause of truth and common 
sense, that such monstrous hypo- 
theses should be distinctly set aside. 
What are we to think of the imagi- 
nation, that Christ, of whose doc- 
trine we know little, but through 
the writings of the apostles, was yet 
contradicted or misunderstood by 
those very apostles, though tlicy 
were designed as the means of dif- 
fusing the knowledge of himself and 
his doctrine to the world? How 
shall we separate those parts of their 
writings, where our Saviour's own 
doctrine is given to us, from the er- 
roneous comments of the apostles 
by whom it is reported 'i Must we 
admit nothing for genuine Christ iani - 
ty, but the four gospels ; or, aro 
we certain that the apostles of 
Christ were not commissioned by 
him to deliver any thing beside*, 
as a part of th? deposite of faith '■ 
To imagine till the lathers, councils, 
popes, synods, and assemblies, agree- 
ing in an opinion contrary to the 
doctrine of Christ, is surely extra- 
vagant enough ; but, to suppose the 
apostles of Christ, on whom his 
promised spirit descended, to " guide 
them unto all the truth," to 
have mistaken the doctrines they 



* This qaaint expression struck ra? as 
novel ; and it may perhaps strike the read- 
er of a CJiriiliam taste, as forming rath r an 
unbecoming association with that uumt 
wAfca it oh*vt til napiii. 
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were commissioned to teach ; to 
hare stain<jd, thus early, the purity 
of gospel truth, and corrupted the 
records of revelation, forms, alto- 
gether, a system so revolting in it- 
self, so disheartening in its conse- 
quences, that it seems wonderful 
that the human, not to say the 
Christian, mind, could repose upon 
it. Surely, thus to separate Christ 
from the apostles whom he had 
chosen, to be the historians of his 
life, the promulgators of his doc- 
trine, the agents of his power and 
the depositaries of his authority, 
goes directly, not alone to encour- 
age scepticism in religion, but to 
subvert the foundations of Christiani- 
ty itself! The " question" sup- 
poses a contradiction, at least ap- 
parent, between the doctrine of 
Christ, and the doctrine of the a- 
postles, as if they were really dis- 
tinct, and capable of being mutually 
compared ; whereas, they are so in- 
terwoven and identified in the scrip- 
tures of the New Testament, as not 
to be distinguishable from each o- 
ther. It may be, I do not sufficiently 
understand this hypothesis of an ap- 
parent collision of Christian authori- 
ties with " Jesus and reason," when 
I regard it as an unnatural and im- 
possible supposition. The writer 
who signs himself a layman, quietly 
entertains the supposition of an ap- 
parent incompatibility, and gives the 
question a serious and singular t>o- 
lution. How far the younger So- 
crates, who unlike him of Greece, 
appears to have inquired, not to 
give, but to receive information, 
will feel satisfied with the reply of 
his lay neighbour, I cannot guess; 
but as the answer is offered also to 
the public, I hasten, as one, to re- 
cord my dissent to its substance and 
principle. 

According to the layman, opini- 
ons on religion, as well as on other 
subjects, being necessarily variable, 



on account of the different educa- 
tion, tempers, and prejudices of 
men ; and the wickedness and weak- 
ness of the human mind, rendering 
difficult the attainment of truth in 
religion ; hence, " the reasonable 
religion of Jesus, consists not in any 
set of opinions whatsoever ! but it 
must be and is, a living principle in 
the heart, constraining us to a be- 
lief and practice conformable to the 
known will of God, and beneficial 
to ourselves and others, &c." A- 
mong whom this constraining prin- 
ciple, (so compatible with all forms 
and creeds, ) is to be found, or how 
it is to be known in one's self, or in 
others, might, 1 think, be matter of 
very serious difficulty, even if we 
were inclined to embrace the system 
of retiqieus indifference, which this 
writer recommends. 

And is it of no consequence what 
we believe? And does truth of 
doctrine form no part of Christian 
religion ? The layman says not. 

Now, with all due deference to 
freedom of judgment, I confess 
myself so warped by authorities in 
this important question, that I must 
withhold assent from the new posi- 
tion here laid down, till it appears 
better supported by argumeut. I 
am not prepared to prefer the dic- 
tum of this lay teacher, to the unit- 
ed wisdom of centuries. The vari- 
ous sects who have arisen since the 
birth of Christianity^ have (I be- 
lieve,) all agreed, that some set of 
opinions did constitute a part of re- 
ligion. Were they all deceived in 
attributing so much to doctrines of 
faith ? or is it only now that the true 
spirit and genius of Christianity, mis- 
taken by all Christians from the 
apostles down, in every age and na- 
tion, has become known to the 
world? I cannot believe it is only 
jmt now we are beginning to under- 
stand the Christian system. I can- 
not believe the God of wisdom, 
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would publish by his son, a dispen- 
sation, of which the whole world, 
for eighteen centuries, was to mis- 
understand the nature and condi- 
tions.* Varieties in opinion there 
have been, and of course, many er- 
rors ; but all Christians are agreed 
as to the reality and importance of 
that truth which was their common 
object.f If their eager search after 
truth, was so very vain and super- 
fluous, may not the duties imposed 
by religion, (concerning which, 
there has been also great variance of 
opinion among Christians, ) be deem- 
ed equally uncertain and unimpor- 
tant? Under this extravagant and 
blind toleration, what systems of 
more or less latitude will you intro- 
duce, as pure and perfect Christiani- 
ty? With regard to its founder, 
his mission, his origin, his nature, 
his atonement, his authority; how 
various and inconsistent the senti- 
ments you will admit all equally 
doubtful, equally unimportant ! 
With regard to man, his origin, his 



• The very novelty of these systems, is, 
in my mind, a sufficient confutation. 
Some modern writers seem to think that 
the science of religion is as much capahle 
of improvement, as systems of human 
knowledge, 

As if religion were intended, 

For nothing else but to he mended ! 

I cannot help thinking, that if Christian 
truth be stilt a secret, it is not likely 
ever to be discovered. 

f The variations and errors in doctrine, 
may prove that religious truth is diffi- 
cult of attainment, not that it is unat- 
tainable. Many of these erroneous doc- 
trines may arise from the wrong way in 
which the inquiry is made, and more 
through the neglect of any inquiry what- 
soever. A very great portion of man- 
kind are incapable of the examination ; 
and those who have education and lei- 
sure, neglect it ; either believing as their 
parents believe, or taking up their reli- 
gion by accident. 



nature, and destination, how many 
opinions must you admit, with e- 
qual and opposite claims to truth, 
all alike unconnected with the Chris- 
tian religion, alike indifferent in the 
eyes of God. The spirituality and 
immortality of the soul, the resur- 
rection of the body, the divinity of 
Christ, his redemption of mankind, 
his resurrection, &c, are thus treat- 
ed as doubtful, but unimportant 
questions ; dfficiles nuga, not belong- 
ing to Christianity; which is thus 
reduced to a mere name, a profes- 
sion of believing; nothing, even re- 
garding tha founder himself of that 
religion ! 

The consequence from all this 
would be, that truth and error are 
equally pleasing to God ; that all 
sects, even of Jews and Mahome- 
tans, may be equally good Chris- 
tians; and that all men (provided 
only they have the constraining prin- 
ciple,) may rest easy as to opinions, 
no mattor how rashly taken up, or 
how unreasonably adhered to. 

Deprecating, as I do, principles 
and results so injurious to the unity 
of Christian truth, and indeed, so 
discouraging to religious inquiry, I 
have thought it right, in their be- 
half, to enter my solemn protest in 
the pages of the Belfast Magazine. 

C. C. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 
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(Continued from No. 73, page 111 J 

"VJEAR the ruins of a church, in 
•i-^i Ballycarry, resides one of those 
poets, who hecameso common in this 
kingdom, after the success of Rob- 
ert Burns. The effusions of the a- 
bove poet, who, " from thrashing 
straw, turned to thrash his Brains," 



